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Comfort has a price. When you have it, you’re a willing 
participant, cocooned in its 
luxury. Your world is grounded 
in the known, leaving even the 
new and unbeknownst to jive 
with the rhythm of the ruling 
rumba: familiarity.
When you don’t have 
it, you are thrust outward 
as though freshly hatched, 
plucked from stasis and put to 
spinning toward some blind-
guided inevitable conclusion 
that has yet to congeal past the 
“what if.”
I am on the precipice of 
comfort looking out between 
crossed fingers that web and 
mask my eyes—but my feet 
betray me. Whether bought 
out by the Red Wing boots 
that encase them, or aching in 
anticipation from untreated 
fallen arches, I am moving 
forward. It’s with these words 
that I say goodbye to a comfort 
that I have known for long 
enough to cause pause with 
every present keystroke. This 
is fin, fatal, and finale—it’s 
finally, because I’m ready for 
what’s next.
I’ve been with the Other 
Press for over four years now 
and have worn that same 
number of hats at the paper 
(Contributor, Arts Editor, 
Editor-in-Chief, and Layout 
Manager). In that time, I’ve 
had aspirations of becoming 
a writer blossom and wilt, 
rediscovered a passion for 
visual design, and had the 
great opportunity to fail, 
succeed, and learn with a 
cast of characters that have 
transformed my expectations 
of myself; progressed my 
understanding of what I value 
in life; and challenged to 
redefine friendship in their 
sheer superior handling of the 
craft.
To say my time at the 
Other Press was important is 
not only exceedingly bland 
and unfulfilling, it lacks an 
awareness of the space that I 
have been generously provided. 
During my time at the 
Other Press, I have been built 
up, dashed away, and re-
imagined. I am a patchwork 
of experiences, that started 
the first time I begrudgingly 
hauled myself into a collective 
meeting and gave my first, 
likely awkward, certainly 
meek in delivery “hello.” 
Comparatively speaking, 
second goodbyes don’t come 
quite as often.
Lacking in many things, 
second goodbyes are void of 
the bittersweet that causes you 
to hold your words in doubt, 
like a poker player with the 
odds against you, pushed all in. 
So I’ll call: I love this place and 
the people in it. It’s more than 
that, because it doesn’t even 
have to be this space, or these 
faces, because we’ve all been 
here. It’s what it represents: 
one of many moments in your 
life when you belonged and 
had comfort.
Later days,
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Jian Ghomeshi surrendered to Toronto police and appeared 
in court on November 26. 
The former Q host is facing 
four charges of sexual assault 
and one charge of overcome 
resistance - choking.
Ghomeshi’s arrival in court 
was his first public appearance 
since news broke in October of 
his alleged physical and sexual 
assaults of at least nine women 
and one man, only three of 
whom have been named.
After appearing in court, 
Ghomeshi was placed in a 
holding cell for several hours 
before being released on bail of 
$100,000. While Ghomeshi is 
awaiting trial, he is not allowed 
to leave Ontario, was required 
to hand over his passport to 
Toronto police, cannot contact 
the alleged victims, and will 
have to live with his mother.
Marie Henein, the high-
profile criminal defence lawyer 
representing Ghomeshi, 
stated to the flurry of media at 
Ghomeshi’s court appearance 
that he will be pleading 
not guilty, and that neither 
Ghomeshi nor herself would be 
speaking of the case publicly 
going forward. “We will address 
these allegations fully and 
directly in a courtroom. It is not 
my practice to litigate my cases 
in the media,” said Henein.
Ghomeshi’s second court 
appearance is to be on January 
8, 2015. Toronto police have 
stressed that other alleged 
victims of Ghomeshi can still be 
part of the trial if they chose to 
come forward.
Prior to his court 
appearance, on November 25, 
Ghomeshi reportedly decided 
to drop his $55-million lawsuit 
citing defamation and mistrust 
against CBC. In addition to 
his own legal costs, he will be 
covering CBC’s $18,000 spent in 
regard to the lawsuit.
CBC also covered the 
Ghomeshi case with a 
documentary entitled “The 
Unmaking of Jian Ghomeshi,” 
during the November 28 
episode of The Fifth Estate.
The episode presented 
new information on what CBC 
was aware of in regard to the 
allegations against Ghomeshi, 
as well as Ghomeshi’s history 
with CBC.
As previously recounted 
through various media sources 
and discussed in The Fifth 
Estate, Ghomeshi’s public 
popularity resulted in members 
of CBC and producers of 
Q not intervening in the 
reportedly tyrannical way in 
which Ghomeshi ran his staff 
at Q. In addition, allegations 
of Ghomeshi’s violence in 
relation to sex and women were 
reportedly known to various 
staff at CBC.
Three women who were 
fellow Q staff have publicly 
accused Ghomeshi of sexual 
harassment and assault—two 
have since left the show. One of 
the women reported her case 
to a Q executive producer, who 
she claims said in response, 
“He’s never going to change … 
let’s talk about how you can 
make this a less toxic work 
environment for you.”
As a result of workplace 
allegations against Ghomeshi, 
CBC launched an independent 
review of Q under employment 
lawyer Janice Rubin in 
November.
On November 26, Vancouver became the 
first city in North America 
to offer prescription heroin 
to recovering addicts. Trials 
have taken place since 2011, 
with permission from Health 
Canada and delivery from 
Europe, to test the distribution 
of prescribed heroin to heavily 
addicted users.
The prescriptions are 
provided by the Providence 
Crosstown Clinic, a walk-in 
clinic located in the Downtown 
Eastside.
Reportedly 202 people 
took part in the Study to 
Assess Longer-term Opioid 
Medication Effectiveness 
(SALOME) trials. The purpose 
of the SALOME trials, and 
prescription practice overall, 
was to benefit addicts who 
had attempted other forms 
of heroin rehabilitation, such 
as methadone maintenance 
therapy, and have previously 
failed to recover. The addict 
must also have recorded 
evidence of having used heroin 
for at least five years and still be 
using often.
While the trials will still be 
running into 2015, only 120 of 
the participants immediately 
met requirements to officially 
receive prescriptions. 
Scott MacDonald, 
physician lead at the 
Providence Crosstown Clinic, 
told CBC, “It is very dangerous 
and life destroying to have to 
ingest in an alley, to use illicit 
heroin three, four times a day. 
That destroys lives. This is an 
alternative.”
According to the second 
edition study “Drug Situation 
in Vancouver,” conducted by 
the Urban Health Research 
Initiative and published in June 
2013, heroin was the second-
most available illicit drug in 
Vancouver in 2011, second 
to crack cocaine. However, 
overall daily use of heroin by 
Vancouver addicts decreased 
significantly over the years, 
from nearly 40 per cent of 
illicit drug users claiming to 
use heroin daily in 1998 to less 
than 15 per cent in 2011. Part of 
the decline in use is a result of 
heroin’s reported price tag of 
roughly $20 per 0.1 gram.
Yet while usage has 
dropped over the years, heroin 
still remains one of the most 
harmful and highly addictive 
drugs available. Frequent use of 
heroin can result in increased 
vulnerability to organ infections 
and diseases, abscesses in 
the skin, and collapsed veins, 
amongst other severe health 
risks.
The Providence Crosstown 
Clinic will be receiving exact 
amounts of prescription 
heroin on a case-by-case basis. 
Additional requests for new 
patients can be made via the 
federal Special Access Program, 
where, if approved, patients will 
receive a prescribed dose.
Those who have received 
prescriptions are to be 
monitored by their respective 
doctor and will not be able to 
take their prescriptions outside 
the clinic. Prescribed patients 
must also visit the clinic three 
times a day to receive their 
prescriptions.
Jian Ghomeshi facing five charges; dropping lawsuit against CBC
Vancouver clinic to offer heroin prescriptions
 Lawyer Marie Henein claims Ghomeshi will plead ‘not guilty’
 First recovery program of its kind offered in North America
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On November 24, a grand jury in St. Louis County, 
Missouri ruled that Officer 
Darren Wilson would not be 
indicted on murder charges. 
The decision resulted in violent 
riots throughout the area.
Wilson fatally shot Michael 
Brown, 18, on August 9 in 
Ferguson, Missouri. Wilson 
alleged that Brown attacked 
him before attempting to flee. 
Brown was accompanied 
by his friend, Dorian Johnson, 
who was not injured.
Many have alleged based 
on security footage from a 
convenience store that Brown 
and Johnson had stolen a box 
of cigarillos shortly before 
Brown was killed. Others allege 
that the security footage is 
unclear and inconclusive. Still 
others state that Brown’s killing 
was unrelated to the alleged 
robbery, as Ferguson Police 
Chief Thomas Jackson stated in 
August that Brown was stopped 
by Wilson for “blocking traffic.”
 The circumstances 
under which Brown was shot 
are widely disputed. While 
there are reports that Wilson 
and Brown engaged in an 
altercation leading up to the 
shooting, many witnesses have 
stated Brown raised his hands 
in surrender prior to being 
shot. 
The case has received 
widespread media attention 
due to social claims that the 
shooting and police response 
were based on racism, similar 
to the case of Trayvon Martin in 
2012. The event has heightened 
racial tensions in Ferguson, 
where a majority of the 
city’s population is African-
American. 
In order to indict Wilson 
on murder charges, the grand 
jury would have had to rule 
more than 9-3 in favour of the 
indictment.
As a precaution prior to the 
jury’s decision being released, 
Missouri Governor Jay Nixon 
called upon 400 National 
Guard troops and declared a 
state of emergency. 
Brown’s parents pleaded 
with the public to not create a 
violent situation as a result of 
the verdict.
After the decision was 
made public, protesters took to 
days of rioting in Ferguson and, 
as of November 27, over 400 
people have reportedly been 
arrested. 
On November 25, President 
Barack Obama responded to 
the rioting, saying “I have no 
sympathy at all for destroying 
your own communities.” He 
proceeded to offer words of 
comfort to those frustrated by 
the decision:
“…they [citizens of 
Ferguson] get a sense that some 
communities aren’t treated 
fairly or some individuals aren’t 
seen as worthy as others. And 
I want to work with you, and 
I want to move forward with 
you.”
In his first public response 
to the case, Wilson told 
ABC News, “I don’t think it’s 
haunting. It’s always going to 
be something that happened. 
The reason I have a clean 
conscience is that I know I did 
my job right.”
The November 24 “Child Poverty Report Card,” 
conducted annually by 
children’s advocacy group First 
Call, has reported that BC’s 
child poverty rates place fifth in 
the country.
Despite a promise by the 
House of Commons in 1989 to 
end child poverty in Canada 
by 2000, every province’s child 
poverty numbers in 2012, save 
for Newfoundland’s, had risen, 
in some cases substantially.
Citing information 
recorded in 2012, over 169,000 
children were reportedly 
living in poverty, up from the 
previous year’s 153,000 count. 
The numbers indicated are 
roughly the same as they were 
in 1994 (170,000), when First 
Call released their first Child 
Poverty Report Card, meaning 
20 years later one in five children 
in BC remains living in poverty.
Roughly 50 per cent of 
single-parent families were also 
living below their respective 
poverty line. The poverty line 
adjusts based on the family-
type, ranging from one parent 
with one child (poverty line: 
$23,755) to two parents with 
three children (poverty line: 
$40,723). Statistics Canada 
found that single-parent-single-
child households in poverty 
lived nearly $10,000 below the 
poverty line on average. 
The report notes at one 
point that the average single 
parent with one child who 
works full-time year-round 
at minimum wage still makes 
roughly $8,000 below their 
respective poverty line. In 
addition, while the cost of living 
in BC continues to increase, 
income assistance rates have 
not improved.
Statistics Canada also 
found that of single parent 
households, 81 per cent of the 
country’s single parents were 
mothers. 
Viveca Ellis, who co-created 
the Single Mothers’ Alliance 
BC last year, told CBC of her 
situation as a single parent: “It 
was this complex combination 
of the extremely high cost of 
childcare, precarious work, our 
broken welfare system, and this 
social isolation that can be very 
dehabilitating (sic) as a single 
mother.” 
Along with the basic needs 
of food and shelter, children 
need positive experiences to 
expand their minds and be 
encouraged in their creativity. 
Ellis added that her focus as 
a single parent went beyond 
overcoming poverty, as she 
couldn’t afford child-friendly 
activities outside of her home. 
“Any kind of fun activity that 
you know your child needs is 
out of reach,” said Ellis.
The end of this year’s Child 
Poverty Report Card lists 19 
recommendations, which were 
written with specific “areas of 
responsibility” in mind: Federal, 
Provincial, and local. One of the 
report’s most heavily suggested 
solutions, aimed at the Federal 
Government, is to “increase 
the combined Canada Child 
Tax Benefit/National Child 
Benefit” to $5,600 per child. The 
combined benefits are meant 
to aid families throughout the 
year, with the annual benefit 
for a first child being $3,485 in 
2012—First Call has requested 
roughly $2,000 more.
Suggestions to remove 
specific financial barriers, lower 
various costs, and raise aid 
benefits for families were also 
made, in part to help those in 
poverty, and to also prevent the 
numbers from being so high in 
the future.
One in five children in BC lives in poverty
 The province places fifth in the country for child poverty rates
Darren Wilson acquitted 
of murder charge
 Controversial decision in Michael Brown case results in riots
Mercedes Deutscher
Staff Writer
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Kinder Morgan sought to extend the injunction 
keeping protesters off of their 
Burnaby Mountain drilling sites 
on November 27. BC Supreme 
Court ruled that instead, Kinder 
Morgan was to leave Burnaby 
Mountain by December 1, and 
all those previously charged 
with “civil contempt” would be 
exempt.
Had the injunction been 
approved, protesters would 
have been forced away from the 
drilling sites until December 12.
Part of the decision to end 
the injunction and remove 
charges was based on the 
fact that wrongful arrests 
had been made due to a 
misunderstanding of location 
boundaries: “What’s happened 
thus far is that apparently 
people have been arrested on 
the basis of an order that refers 
to some other piece of property,” 
said Judge Austin Cullen. 
Reportedly over 100 
protesters had been arrested 
since the November 17 
injunction by the RCMP.
Kinder Morgan had been 
approved to excavate Burnaby 
Mountain for the possibility 
of expanding their Trans 
Mountain pipeline.
While equipment has been 
removed and drilling sites have 
been dismantled, Ali Hounsell, 
a company spokesman, told 
CBC, “Ultimately, it is up to 
the NEB to determine whether 
we do meet the conditions, 
but we believe that with the 
information we have been able 
to gather that we have enough 
information to meet those 
requirements at this point,” said 
Hounsell.
Members of Kinder Morgan 
have repeatedly presented 
evidence suggesting the 
Burnaby Mountain area is 
stable enough to handle the 
pipeline the company is hoping 
to run through it. By excavating 
the area and drilling 200 metres 
into the ground, the company 
has collected samples of rock 
they deem capable of handling 
construction.
The National Energy 
Board has yet to approve of the 
pipeline based on the evidence 
shown.
There has been mass public 
opposition to the pipeline for 
the past several years, and 
concerns over the Burnaby 
Mountain drilling sites had 
been apparent since September.
Protestors had been 
showing up daily to the drilling 
sites, demanding Kinder 
Morgan leave the area. On 
November 23, environmental 
activist David Suzuki joined 
in the protests after two of 
his grandchildren had been 
arrested for protesting, once 
on November 20, and again on 
November 23.
Burnaby Mayor David 
Corrigan has also been vocally 
against the drilling sites and 
the Trans Mountain pipeline 
expansion. Corrigan sent an 
open letter in October stating 
that the City of Burnaby was 
not in favour of the pipeline.
Kinder Morgan ordered off Burnaby Mountain
 Majority of protestors arrested free of charges
While international students are increasingly 
opting for Canada as their 
preferred educational 
destination, Canadian students 
are choosing to stay put at 
home.
According to a report 
by the Canadian Bureau for 
International Education, only 
three per cent of Canadian 
students are going abroad 
on international study or 
exchange programs. This low 
rate of students choosing to 
go overseas for education has 
the potential to hurt Canada’s 
role in global markets and 
initiatives.
“I think one of the 
challenges that Canada faces 
is that our education system 
isn’t the responsibility of 
the federal government,” 
said Lise Laporte, director 
of International Learning at 
Western International. “It’s 
a provincial system, so being 
able to pull together all of the 
provinces and territories to 
agree on a national initiative 
has been challenging.”
According to Laporte, 
Western is doing better than 
the national average with 
five per cent of University of 
Western Ontario students 
taking part in international 
study or exchange programs. 
The university’s goal is to 
double that number in the next 
five years.
Studying abroad gives 
students a chance to get out of 
their comfort zones and helps 
them develop problem-solving 
and transferrable skills that 
increase their employability, 
said Laporte.
However, the cost of 
international study programs 
might be part of what deters 
students from going overseas. 
According to a report by 
the Ontario Undergraduate 
Student Alliance, the majority 
of students choosing to go 
abroad came from families with 
household incomes of over 
$80,000.
Although the tuition fees 
of international exchange 
programs are paid to the 
student’s own university, the 
travel and living expenses, 
along with the loss of part-time 
or summer employment, can 
have a negative effect on the 
student’s decision to go abroad.
“Cost can absolutely be 
a barrier for students and we 
fully recognize the amount of 
student debt that is out there,” 
Laporte said.
“But we would really like to 
turn that conversation around 
and encourage students to 
think of this as an investment, 
that can translate into some 
amazing opportunities and 
a kind of transformative life 
experience, but also really be 
linked to achievements down 
the road in terms of their 
career.”
Three per cent of Canadian students on 
international study or exchange programs
Angela Espinoza
News Editor
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@theotherpress.ca
Hamza Tariq
Western Gazette (NUW) The majority 
of [Canadian] 
students 
choosing to go 
abroad came 
from families 
with household 
incomes of over 
$80,000.
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On November 27, the Douglas College men’s 
volleyball team faced off against 
the College of the Rockies 
Avalanche in their eleventh 
league game of the 2014-15 
season. 
The Royals, looking stellar 
thus far, entered the game with 
a record of eight wins and two 
losses. They were looking to 
maintain their momentum and 
add to their already exemplary 
showing in the standings.
The game began with 
the Royals and the Avalanche 
looking committed on offence 
and defence. Both teams inched 
their way through the first set, 
which went down to the wire, 
but Douglas pulled through in 
the end with the score ending in 
a close 26-24.  
Notable efforts were put 
forth by Matt Santema, whose 
outside spikes were a danger 
to the Avalanche throughout 
the match. The opposition 
seemingly had no effective 
response or counter to the 
velocity and speed that Santema 
could put on the ball.
 In the beginning of the 
second, both teams came out 
with the same drive they showed 
throughout most of the first 
set; however, the Royals quickly 
began to take control. The score 
went from 10-7 to 20-11 in no 
time as Douglas was on form 
with every aspect needed in 
volleyball; there was fantastic 
setting, awe-inspiring defensive 
returns, and stunning spikes 
which the Avalanche could not 
contend with. The second game 
ended with Douglas College 
talking a 25-12 victory.
 Throughout the third, the 
Avalanche began to regain their 
composure and step back up to 
the net in dire hope of making 
a remarkable comeback and 
pulling off the upset. Although 
the Royals remained in the lead 
for the majority of the set, the 
Avalanche remained on their tail 
and kept the game tense. 
In the closing moments of 
the third set, the Avalanche took 
a 19-18 lead over the Royals and 
it looked as though there was 
possibility of a furthered game, 
but Douglas was able to hold on 
for the third, with the deciding 
game’s final score, 25-23, ending 
in victory for Douglas.
Michael Sopow
Sports Reporter
Avalanche melted
 Douglas College men’s volleyball team 
wipes out Avalanche in three-game sweep
Former hockey player, coach, and general manager Pat 
Quinn (1943-2014) passed away 
on November 23. The Vancouver 
Giants, who Quinn co-owned, 
disclosed on their Facebook 
page that Quinn had been 
suffering from a “lengthy illness.” 
“Pat was an inspiration to 
all of us,”  said fellow Giants’ 
co-owner Ron Toigo in a public 
statement. “He always said that 
respect was something that 
should be earned, not given, 
and the respect that he garnered 
throughout the hockey world 
speaks for itself. He will be 
sorely missed.”
Quinn’s legacy in the NHL 
spanned decades, initially 
joining the Toronto Maple 
Leafs in 1968. Quinn played 
for two teams in his career, the 
Vancouver Canucks starting in 
1970, and the formerly named 
Atlanta Flames starting in 
1972. Quinn remained with 
the Flames until 1977, when he 
retired from playing following 
an ankle injury, and ventured 
into coaching.
Quinn became the assistant 
coach of the Philadelphia Flyers 
during the 1977-78 season, 
becoming head coach the 
following year. In his first two 
years as head coach, Quinn was 
able to take the Flyers to the 
second round of the playoffs, 
and then the following year to 
the Stanley Cup finals. In the 
1979-80 season, Quinn coached 
the Flyers to a 35-game winning 
streak. 
His accomplishments with 
the Flyers led him to win his first 
Jack Adams Award in 1980. 
Starting in the 1990-91 
season as head coach of the 
Vancouver Canucks and ending 
with the Toronto Maple Leafs in 
the 2003-04 season, Quinn was 
able to make the playoffs for 11 
straight years, earning another 
Jack Adams Award in 1992 for 
his efforts with the Canucks. 
One of Quinn’s most 
notable moments was in 2002, 
when he led Team Canada to 
win gold at the Salt Lake City 
Olympic Games—a feat the 
team hadn’t accomplished in 50 
years.
On November 25, in a 
tribute ceremony before the 
evening’s Canucks game, a 
moment of silence was given 
in honour of Quinn. Canucks 
players will continue to honour 
Quinn throughout the 2014-15 
season by sporting the initials 
“PQ” on their helmets. In 
addition, a portion of Rogers 
Arena will feature a memorial 
timeline of Quinn’s years with 
the Canucks.
Pat Quinn passes away at age 71
 Iconic hockey manager remembered fondly for his accomplishments
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The Other Press Publication Society is having 
their Annual General Meeting. We will be 
voting in a new Board of Directors, and going 
over the last year in OP. Come for the meeting, 
stay for the free pizza. 
Who: The Other Press and you!
What: Our Annual General Meeting
When: Monday December 8 at 5:45 p.m.
Where: New Westminster Campus, Room 1220
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changes to our Constitution, and vote in our 
new Board of Directors. Also, pizza!
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editor@theotherpress.ca
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led him to win 
his first Jack 
Adams Award in 
1980.
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Super Smash Bros. has been prevalent in my life 
ever since I played it on the 
Gamecube. After a very long 
wait, it’s finally come out on 
the Wii U. Simply called Super 
Smash Bros., this fighting 
game combines a staggering 
49 different Nintendo char-
acters to brawl each other. 
This game is packed full of 
things to do. New to the series 
is eight-player fighting, where 
you and seven friends can 
compete to see who’s strong 
enough to win the coveted 
Smash Bros. belt that comes 
with the game if you pre-or-
dered. On top of that, there 
are certain events you can 
complete solo or with a friend. 
They will test your skills with 
many different characters.
You then have Classic 
mode, where you beat 
progressively tougher odds 
until you fight the evil Hand 
at the end. All-Star mode is 
back and harder than ever, 
where you have two lives 
and you need to defeat every 
character in the game. There’s 
also online multiplayer, 
which worked pretty well.
Including the classics 
like Mario and Link, the 
game has 15 brand new 
characters such as Villager 
from Animal Crossing, Mega 
Man, and Pac-Man. You can 
even create a Mii fighter, 
choosing between brawler, 
swordfighter, and gunner.
My favourite new aspect 
is the customizability of each 
and every character. During 
your time playing, you will pick 
up new moves and upgrades 
that drastically change speed, 
strength, and defence. This 
adds an entirely new layer to 
this already packed game. 
Nintendo has made playing 
this game the easiest it can 
be, featuring a total of seven 
controllers you can use, 
including a Gamecube con-
troller if you buy the adapter 
for it, which I obviously did.
To this day, this game 
series is still loads of fun and 
you should definitely get it.
Steven’s Man-Cave:  
Nintendo’s saviour has come
 ‘Super Smash Bros.’ Wii U review
Steven Cayer
Senior Columnist
The rules and goals of a game create the framework in 
which the game can be played. 
In fact, some board games 
can become bogged down by 
vast books of complex rules. 
But what if there was a game 
where the rules and goals were 
constantly changing?
Fluxx is a card game for 
two to six players, designed 
and published by Andrew and 
Kirstin Looney of Looney Labs 
in 1997. Each player is dealt 
three cards and the game starts 
with the base rule of draw one, 
play one. The cards are either 
new rules affecting hand limit, 
draw and play rate, or other 
play matters; actions that take 
immediate effect; goals that set 
the conditions for winning the 
game; and keepers that are used 
to meet the goals. Once a player 
meets the active goal, they win.
Fluxx is a very accurate 
name, as goals and actions are 
constantly changing. Gameplay 
can last anywhere from a few 
minutes to over an hour. While 
strategy is a big part of the game, 
your plans can be easily ruined 
by other players. Though the 
game suffers from some “analysis 
paralysis” and variable length 
issues, the constant examining 
of each player’s moves and re-
evaluation of your own strategy 
makes this game deserving of its 
recognition by Mensa.
There are many different 
versions of Fluxx for many 
different tastes: sci-fi, Wizard 
of Oz, Christian, and Monty 
Python are just a few of the 
14 different versions. Like 
Munchkin, different decks can 
be combined and there are also 
blank decks that let you make 
up your own cards. The deck 
size makes Fluxx a great take-
and-play-anywhere game. All of 
the decks have witty tongue-in-
cheek humour and the replay 
value is huge as the game is 
impossible to master and even 
the greenest players have a 
chance.
I feel that every group of 
gamers should have at least one 
version of Fluxx in rotation.
Chairman of the Board: Games make brains
  ‘Fluxx’ game review 
Ed Appleby
Illustrator
 illustrator
@theotherpress.ca
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Avenue Q is a unique musical that breaks 
puppet show stereotypes by 
featuring the puppeteers on 
stage performing alongside 
their puppets, commenting 
on society’s uptight political 
correctness and the problems 
the Millennial generation faces.
Lead puppet Princeton 
ends up in the neighbourhood 
of Avenue Q, a gritty version 
of Sesame Street, after he 
graduates with an English 
degree and struggles to find 
a job, pay the rent, manage 
his relationships, and figure 
out his purpose in life.
Actor Jeremy Crittenden 
voices and controls puppets 
Princeton and Rod (Avenue 
Q’s version of Sesame Street’s 
Bert) during the show, 
performing as an actor on 
stage while controlling his 
puppet at the same time.
“One of the things I 
love about doing this show 
is that I keep finding new 
things. I keep finding he’s so 
expressive,” Crittenden said 
of the Princeton puppet.
While he can’t relate to the 
Republican investment banker 
character of Rod, Crittenden 
can definitely connect with 
Princeton, the epitome of 
today’s Millennial generation.
“The kinds of things 
Princeton goes through—mov-
ing from home to the big city, 
trying to make his mark on 
life, not being able to pay his 
bills, losing his job, screwing 
up his relationships—these 
are all things I have done 
and continue to do,” he said. 
“I relate to Princeton a ton. I 
always feel like I’m still looking 
for my purpose as a person.”
Avenue Q also stars Jeny 
Cassady, a professional puppe-
teer, actor, and puppeteering 
instructor, who voices and con-
trols the yellow bear in the Bad 
Idea Bears duo as well as crotch-
ety old boss Mrs. Thistletwat. 
She particularly enjoys Avenue 
Q’s hybrid style of including the 
performer in the puppet show.
“It’s interesting and I 
like it because it brings a lot 
more awareness to the craft of 
puppeteering, that it’s really a 
performance and not just some-
thing for kids,” she said. “The 
more the people do it, the more 
excitement happens around 
puppetry, the more people 
realize that it’s not easy. It takes 
some doing. I feel respected.”
Cassady also controls some 
of the other puppets during the 
show when an actor with two 
puppet roles is busy controlling 
the second puppet on stage. 
For example, when Princeton 
and Rod are in a scene 
together, Crittenden voices 
both characters and controls 
one of the puppets while 
Cassady controls the other.
“It’s getting to know his 
rhythm, and he’s also watching 
what I’m doing with it, so that 
we can get a nice—hopefully 
seamless—movement between 
the mouth and the emotion and 
how the puppet is moving,” she 
said. “I have a lot of fun taking 
the rhythms and then taking 
their idea of it and putting it 
into a puppet with its emotion.”
While the show can be 
offensive and crude at times, its 
irreverent attitude allows for 
musical numbers to examine 
some of society’s worst traits, 
like racism, homelessness, or 
taking joy in others’ suffering.
“It’s a lot of fun to see 
whether or not people are going 
to drop that political correct-
ness that’s in all of our heads 
about how we’re supposed to 
respond to things like that and 
laugh with us on that, join in 
and agree,” Crittenden said. 
“I love the moment when they 
do. They come around and 
you can really feel a collec-
tive release in the room.”
Avenue Q will be playing 
at the Granville Island Stage 
until January 3, 2015. For more 
information or to purchase 
tickets, go to ArtsClub.com
‘Avenue Q’ brings  
awareness to puppeteering craft
 Arts Club presents local production of Broadway classic
Cheryl Minns
Arts Editor
 arts
@theotherpress.ca
“It brings a lot 
more awareness 
to the craft of 
puppeteering, 
that it’s really 
a performance 
and not just 
something for 
kids” 
– Jeny Cassady
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The latest instalment of the Pokémon game saga 
was released on the Nintendo 
3DS this November. Pokémon 
Alpha Sapphire and Omega 
Ruby stand out from the 
previous games as the series’ 
first remakes. The new games 
are a re-imagining of the 2003 
Pokémon games, Pokémon 
Ruby and Sapphire.
While not having finished 
Omega Ruby yet, I already 
have a sense of where this 
game is going. Staying true to 
the formula that has worked 
for them for years, Pokémon 
developers haven’t changed the 
game much from the original, 
or any of the Pokémon games 
for that matter.
Unlike the originals, this 
time the player has the ability 
to choose the gender of their 
character. It is apparent that 
the setting within the game has 
changed with the times as well, 
trading a book PokéDex for an 
electronic one. 
The villains have also 
diverged from the original Ruby 
and Sapphire games, identifying 
not as Team Rocket but as Team 
Aqua (Alpha) or Team Magma 
(Omega).
I am fairly disappointed 
with how easy the Gyms 
are in this game thus far. In 
previous games, the Gyms had 
more competition to face, all 
ending with a challenging Gym 
Leader. The new games have 
simplified Gyms with as few as 
three opponents and an easily 
defeated Gym Leader, resulting 
in them being less challenging 
and rather unexciting.
A rather entertaining 
aspect of the new games is the 
ability to sneak up on Pokémon 
between cities. By moving 
your 3DS D-Pad gently, your 
character can tiptoe up to 
Pokémon in tall grass. This is 
useful, since in this new game 
you can sometimes see the tail 
or head of a Pokémon peeking 
from the grass. These Pokémon 
are difficult to catch unless you 
sneak up on them.
I was delighted to see the 
PokéNav in this remake. While 
some may argue that having 
a PokéNav takes away some 
of the challenge of finding 
specific Pokémon, I found it to 
be convenient. I came across a 
Gym where I had no Pokémon 
of the opposing type to easily 
challenge. The PokéNav helped 
me find the type of Pokémon 
that I needed to advance. 
Some other parts of the 
game have been taken from 
previous Pokémon games that 
were released since Ruby and 
Sapphire. For example, the 
improved EXP share, which 
allows you to share your battle 
EXP with other Pokémon on 
your team.
Alpha Sapphire and Omega 
Ruby also further expand 
upon Mega Evolution while 
introducing the new concept of 
Primal Reversion.
The new games have 
excellent graphics, combining 
the fantastic 3-D designs 
introduced in Pokémon X and 
Y while keeping the vibrant 
colours of Ruby and Sapphire.
Despite how unchallenging 
the game can be at times, Alpha 
Sapphire and Omega Ruby have 
brought together the best of the 
Pokémon universe and appear 
to be promising games that avid 
Pokémon fans will enjoy.
To say that Dragon Age: Inquisition is a huge 
game would be a vast under-
statement. If you’re familiar 
with role-playing games 
(RPGs), you know that most 
of the time they’re very big 
and let you roam free. This 
is the largest, longest, and 
best RPG I’ve ever played.
You play as a custom-
izable character who has 
come from the void with a 
mysterious green scar on his 
right hand. You can choose 
between being a human, 
dwarf, elf, and Qunari. Then 
you choose between being 
a rogue, warrior, or mage.
A breach has opened up in 
the sky, letting in all manner of 
hellish demons from within the 
void. That scar on your hand 
allows you to close off all of the 
small rifts around the conti-
nent of Thedas, the same place 
where the last two games in 
the series were set. Your main 
goal in this game is to gather 
as many followers as you can, 
hence the inquisition. The story 
is the weakest part of this game.
The character customiza-
tion is very thorough but not 
too complicated. Each charac-
ter has four unique skill trees 
that you can upgrade as you 
level up. The best part of this 
game is the overall addictive 
feeling that everything you do 
carries some weight towards 
the inquisition—no quest feels 
like it’s just thrown in. I like to 
think of it as having the deep, 
open world of Skyrim and the 
addictive looting of Diablo 3.
The agent system is a 
new feature this time around; 
when you help out certain 
people, sometimes you can 
convince them to join your 
inquisition. If they do, you can 
send them to different parts 
of the world, unlocking areas 
you couldn’t get to before.
If you have over 100 
hours of time on your 
hands, get this game.
Your Pokémon (games) are evolving
Endless questing in a dying world
  ‘Pokémon Alpha Sapphire’ and ‘Pokémon Omega Ruby’ review
  ‘Dragon Age: Inquisition’ PS4 review
Mercedes Deutscher
Staff Writer
Steven Cayer
Senior Columnist
Paying for It is an honest exploration of the taboo 
world of the Canadian sex 
trade, free of moral bias or 
fear-mongering. Through this 
autobiographical depiction 
of his experiences, cartoonist 
Chester Brown provides great 
insight into his own evolution 
from fearful first-time customer 
to very vocal supporter of the 
legalization of prostitution.
Written and illustrated 
by Brown, best-known for 
his biographical graphic 
novel Louis Riel: A Comic-
Strip Biography, Paying for 
It is presented as a series of 
interrelated comic strips that 
are both easy to read and quite 
informative. The strips depict 
Brown’s interactions with 
various women, though names 
and likenesses are altered to 
protect their identities. These 
interactions are not only limited 
to brief interludes of sex, 
but conversations and inner 
monologue as well—portraying 
both the professional and 
personal relationships Brown 
has with different sex workers. 
This goes a long way to promote 
the sincerity of the work. 
Though I do not agree 
with some of Brown’s points 
regarding prostitution, it is 
refreshing to have a graphic 
novel that neither glamorizes 
nor demonizes the trade or 
those who practice it.
Artistically, Paying for 
It is very simple. The panels 
are fairly linear and the art 
is limited to stark black and 
white with finely lined cross 
hatching. This approach 
puts the main focus on the 
narrative and dialogue rather 
than the intricacies of the art, 
which works well for such a 
philosophy-heavy graphic 
novel.
This book denounces the 
stereotype that comic books 
and graphic novels are just 
“kids’ stuff,” bringing the 
tradition of comics back to their 
roots as political and social 
commentary.
Paying for It is a definite 
recommendation to anyone 
with an interest in social 
politics. 
Comic Corner:  
Everything has a price
Brittney MacDonald
Staff Writer
 ‘Paying for It: A comic-strip memoir 
about being a john’ review
arts // theotherpress.ca10
Kickstarter campaigns come in all different sizes, with 
various financial goals and 
backers’ rewards, but some 
evolve over the campaign’s 
duration and become much 
grander than anyone could 
expect. That’s what happened to 
Connecticut-based Lucky Squid 
Studios’ Fruitimals campaign, 
where fruit-themed animal 
plush toys captured fans’ hearts 
and funded every stretch goal.
“Honestly, we were really 
only expecting to make the 
first three plush. Of course we 
were afraid that we wouldn’t 
even make one,” lead designer 
Nancy Frey wrote to the Other 
Press. “However, everyone’s 
support, even right up until 
the last minute, completely 
surprised us!”
Beginning with a modest 
goal of $11,000 to cover the 
cost of manufacturing the 
plush toys and the Kickstarter 
backers’ rewards, the campaign 
was successfully funded with 
over $52,000 from 745 backers, 
at least a third of the funding 
coming in right near the end of 
the campaign.
“It was a complete surprise! 
Like we hoped, of course. We 
had no idea our fans were going 
to give us such a huge push at 
the end!” Frey wrote. “Thanks to 
our fans, we feel like we have a 
bright future ahead of us!”
Frey, artist/photographer 
Taylor Schroeder, and vector 
artist/display designer Nick 
Lukasewski began Lucky Squid 
Studios in 2009 and took their 
early creations to the Otakon 
anime convention in Baltimore, 
Maryland. While trying to 
come up with new designs, 
the three members created 
Strawberry Cow (part of a series 
of cows representing various 
milk flavours) and Watermelon 
Cow, which was the result of 
Lukasewski jokingly drawing 
green lines on the cow design.
“After Nick came up 
with Watermelon Cow, we 
all thought it was too funny 
and strange not to make into 
something,” Frey wrote.
Watermelon Cow was then 
given additional fruit-themed 
friends—Raspberry Sheep, 
Blueberry Pig, and Orange 
Fox—all of which made their 
debut as clay charms at Otakon 
2010.
“Orange Fox is one of the 
few designs that came from clay 
first,” Frey wrote, explaining 
where the Kickstarter Fruitimals 
plush designs came from. 
“Originally, he was actually 
Orange Cat. When we baked the 
clay Orange Cat, the tail kind 
of broke. I didn’t know about 
foil armature or any real clay 
techniques yet. I thickened up 
the tail, hoping that would help, 
and it actually ended up looking 
more like a wolf or dog than a 
cat. Most wolves aren’t orange, 
so voilà! Orange Fox was born!”
The 12-inch plush 
Fruitimals featured in and 
funded by the Kickstarter 
campaign included Orange 
Fox, Eggplantypus, and Cherry 
Octopus. As the funding 
increased over the 36-day 
funding period, additional 
plush toys were added to the 
campaign as stretch goals, 
including fruit-holding bats 
Penelope and Mortimer 
(which would be funded if the 
campaign reached $41,500) as 
well as DragonFruit (which 
would be funded if the 
campaign reached $50,000). 
Another plush in the campaign 
that was funded at $31,000 was 
Gertrude the Pig, which came 
from Lucky Squid Studios’ 
Pudgimals line of six-inch 
animals.
The Pudgimals are animal 
characters with wide round 
bodies, tiny legs, and various 
hat accessories. Along with 
Gertrude, there is Adam the 
Bear, Reginald the Lion, Molly 
the Cat, Floyd the Elephant, 
Felix the Fox, Flo the Dragon, 
Randy the Raccoon, and 
Terrance the Goat.
“We want all of them to 
be plush soon! We aren’t sure 
which ones will be next yet. We 
are going to run a poll sometime 
in early to mid-December to 
decide on our spring/summer 
preorder release,” Frey wrote. 
“I know I’m rooting for Felix 
the Fox, Reginald the Lion, or 
our newest design Terrance the 
Goat, which is going to have 
a voice box with various goat 
noises.”
After the success of the 
Fruitimals campaign, the 
team is already gearing up 
for their next Kickstarter 
campaign scheduled for Winter 
2015, which will focus on 
their Mythical Kingdom line 
featuring Qilin, Jackalope, Fat 
Dragon, and Carousel Unicorn.
“And in other news, we are 
working with one of our artist/
game developer friends to 
bring a Penelope and Mortimer 
video game to life!” Frey wrote. 
“We want to make something 
in the same vein as Mario or 
Mega Man, a side-scrolling 
platformer, something that is 
fun, upbeat, and explores their 
characters a little more.”
For more information about 
Lucky Squid Studios’ projects, 
check out the official website at 
LuckySquidStudios.com
Ursula Pflug’s Motion Sickness is a flash novel 
about a young woman named 
Penelope. Each of its 55 
chapters is told in exactly 500 
words, on a single page, and 
faces a scratchboard drawing by 
S.K. Dyment. Though Pflug’s 
economical and often poetic 
writing help to tell the story, 
the scratchboards give the story 
its nocturnal ambience. This is 
appropriate.
Much of the action is at 
night, in after-hours bars and 
bedrooms. It’s set in a city 
somewhere in Canada (Toronto, 
probably), but that’s easy to 
forget. Everything seems dark 
and slightly sinister. Everything 
seems important. Penelope 
falls for Theo, a guy she meets 
while jamming at an after-
hours club. Theo is less than 
forthcoming about his marital 
status. This leads Penelope 
to an ill-advised threesome 
with needy, psychotic Stan. 
Pregnant, scared, and confused, 
Penelope has to make some 
tough decisions. It’s not a new 
story, but it’s an emotional one, 
and perhaps others will connect 
with it more than I did.
A lot of writers limit 
themselves to common forms, 
to experiment only a little and 
within the confines of each. In 
Motion Sickness, Pflug picks 
an uncommon form, the flash 
novel, which demands writers 
condense writing to be tight 
and quick to tell a novel’s 
worth of story in about half 
the space, and juxtaposes the 
words with a striking graphic 
component. This, I think, 
makes Motion Sickness a 
triumph and a delight. It’s new, 
it feels different, and it reads at 
a dizzying pace.
I expect many readers will 
be charmed and carried away 
by Pflug’s hyper-condensed 
prosetry and Dyment’s shaky, 
surreal scratchboards. Let it 
happen. That’s a good way to 
enjoy this one.
In good form
  ‘Motion Sickness’ book review
Joshua Grant
Senior Columnist
Kickstarter in the Community: 
Cuteness in Connecticut
Cheryl Minns
Arts Editor
 arts
@theotherpress.ca
 Fruit-themed plush toys gain massive crowd support
Have an idea?
Contact: Chitwan Khosla, Features Editor
 features@theotherpress.ca
www.theotherpress.ca
This issue:
  Gattaca now
  Fear and loathing in the greater community
And more!
Scientifically, de-extinction is the process of reviving 
or bringing back an extinct 
species and then breeding 
the population. In the case of 
a living organism, extinction 
means “died-out” and de-
extinction is the reversal of this 
process. 
Resurrecting extinct 
species for their conservation 
and revival has generated much 
controversy. On the flip-side, 
many research groups backed 
by the scientists and experts 
are working hard, not only 
to conserve the endangered 
species (species on the verge of 
extinction) but also to reverse 
the process of extinction, 
and it may turn out to be a 
reality in the near future. In 
all probability, we might some 
day see mammoths, quaggas, 
aurochs, Pyrenean ibexes, 
passenger pigeons, or dodos 
walking among us. 
There are many methods 
that have been proposed 
and developed for this 
phenomenon such as cloning, 
artificial insemination, genetic 
engineering, selective breeding, 
back-breeding, cross-species 
breeding, and much more. 
Out of these, cloning 
is the most popular and 
extensively used technique 
in resurrection biology. The 
term applies equally to extinct 
animals, birds, plants, and 
even ecosystems, but most of 
the efforts seem to be directed 
towards the animals than the 
plants. Unfortunately, it won’t 
be possible for them to bring 
back the dinosaurs because 
their DNA has neither been 
retraced from fossils nor stored 
naturally in any form. 
Through cloning, the 
extinct species can be brought 
back to life by using DNA 
samples. An attempt to clone 
the Pyrenean ibex was made in 
2003, and then again in 2009. 
After the death in 2003 (the 
last surviving female Pyrenean 
ibex), the species became 
extinct, but its tissue samples 
were preserved in 1990. 
To resurrect the Pyrenean 
ibex a team of scientists tried 
to clone “Celia” by transferring 
her DNA into e-nucleated eggs 
of goats and then implanting 
the embryos in a surrogate 
mother. On successful 
completion of pregnancy, a 
baby Pyrenean ibex was birthed 
and found to be genetically the 
same as the extinct species. The 
clone was born alive, but due to 
respiratory complications could 
survive only for seven minutes. 
Similarly, attempts are 
in the initial stages to revive 
mammoths using elephants as 
surrogate mothers. 
So far the experiments to 
revive the extinct species have 
not been fully successful, and 
scientists have achieved only 
partial success in identifying 
the correct procedures. 
Still, the methods are being 
effectively used to save the 
lives of endangered species. 
Endangered species like gaur 
have been successfully cloned, 
and these clones can be bred to 
boost the population.
Gene technology is 
another method being for 
conservation of endangered 
species. American chestnut 
trees with increased resistance 
against fungus (Cryphonectria 
parasitica) have already been 
successfully reproduced and 
preserved successfully using 
this technology.
The Long Now Foundation 
together with National 
Geographic Society has formed 
a new organization,  Revive and 
Restore, which is supported by 
a team of scientists and experts 
to popularize the idea of de-
extinction worldwide. Revive 
and Restore is working hard 
to bring back the passenger 
pigeon using its DNA collected 
from museum specimens. The 
success of this project might 
pave the way for the revival 
of extinct species with DNA 
specimens and fossils as old as 
200,000 years.
For de-extinction to gain 
a firm ground, bio-physical 
conditions where the species 
can live and reproduce, 
including the environmental 
changes, must be taken into 
account. Any change in the bio-
physical conditions may begin 
a new phase of hybrids.  
The idea of resurrection of 
extinct species may sound very 
interesting but there is great 
resistance to the technological 
advances leading to de-
extinction. Opposing the idea, 
Paul R. Ehrlich, an American 
biologist and educator, 
came with the most critical 
opinion. Ehrlich states that 
“Even if reviving extinct species 
is practical, it’s an awful idea. 
It would take resources away 
from saving endangered species 
and their habitats and would 
divert us from the critical work 
needed to protect the planet.”
 Other critiques have 
expressed similar doubts, 
stating that the project for 
de-extinction is a waste of 
financial resources; unlikely to 
succeed; against morals and 
ethics; and that biologically 
revived species, even if 
genetically the same, would 
differ considerably from 
their predecessors because of 
changed conditions in which 
they would be born and have 
to live. 
De-extinction also involves 
sensitive moral and ethical 
issues. Ethically, critics opine 
that revived creatures will be 
no more than objects or tools, 
and that these pursuits are 
simply humanity’s effort to 
reduce life to an object. 
Thousands of species 
and their habitats have been 
lost due to the missions and 
omissions of humanity, and 
resurrecting a few species will 
not compensate that loss. One 
may reserve one’s opinion for 
or against de-extinction but 
there is no denying the fact 
that cloning of extinct human 
species will certainly be a 
matter of indelible interest. Let 
the world wait and watch.
De-extinction
 An attempt to reverse the law of nature
Chitwan Khosla
Features Editor
 features@theotherpress.ca
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A recent front-page cover of a leading BC newspaper 
caught my attention this week. 
It asked—or rather, advertised 
the question—if there were 
“radicalized” individuals in your 
neighbourhood. After the tragic 
shooting in Ottawa last month, 
many Canadians remain 
curious, cautious, and even 
frightened of the possibility 
of domestic terrorism in their 
communities. A fear that a 
disturbed, insane individual 
will commit an act of planned 
violence against those who don’t 
share their views has emerged. 
If we don’t remain wary of those 
who might be trying to kill us, 
we let the terrorism win.
But terrorism and those 
involved in it are not the only 
factors to be afraid of. In a world 
full of surveillance and violence, 
a lot of people are unsure if 
they can trust anyone. Even 
our beloved entertainers are 
revealed to be sexual predators. 
Headlines about shootings and 
murders of innocent bystanders 
can be found almost every day 
in the local papers. Police abuse 
and kill unarmed citizens. Mass 
riots and protests lead to more 
violence and police-public 
clashes. Privacy and anti-
surveillance policies continue 
to be struck down. And this 
all is just in the last week of 
headlines.
It’s widely accepted that the 
authorities and/or government 
do not always have our best 
interests at heart. It’s also an 
established fact that despicable 
acts of evil and injustice 
occur every day, within our 
communities, our countries, 
and throughout the world. If 
now even our neighbours are 
against us, then whom can we 
trust? Who are our allies? The 
media teaches us that it’s a dog-
eat-dog world and we must do 
our best to avoid everything 
suspicious around us.
We are told to fear the 
authorities. We are told to 
fear the rich, the government, 
the civil wars, the riots, the 
terrorists, and the abusers. 
We’re taught to fear diseases 
and the people that we’ll never 
come into contact with. Fear is 
instilled at every level, from the 
scheming actions of extremists 
on the other side of the world, 
to the very strangers we pass on 
the street.
The headlines detail the 
horrendous crimes and stories 
that occur at a local, provincial, 
national, and international 
level every single day. It’s clearly 
a scary and dangerous world 
out there filled with monstrous 
evil humans, and we need to be 
aware.
Eventually it gets to the 
point where it seems we can’t 
trust anyone. Thanks to the 
newspapers, we now don’t trust 
our neighbours. We don’t trust 
politicians, entertainers, or 
anyone in law enforcement. We 
don’t trust our own leaders or 
country, and we certainly don’t 
trust those from other areas. 
But the truth is, the average 
person on the street is not likely 
to harm you. Paranoia and 
caution are more prominent 
than ever in our increasingly 
antisocial-wired society, 
especially as outlined by local 
media. You are not likely to be 
killed by anything that was on 
the front page of the newspaper. 
There are more chances to be 
killed in a road accident or by a 
heart attack.
What should we be afraid 
of? Of being isolated from our 
fellow peers and citizens? We 
should fear ignorance, apathy, 
and not being in charge of our 
own lives. As the old saying 
goes, “We have nothing to fear 
but fear itself.” Don’t be afraid 
of being a victim. The more we 
think rationally, openly, and 
acceptingly, the easier it’ll be 
to understand that media will 
not dictate the ways we live our 
lives. In addition, it reduces the 
fear and negative thoughts that 
come from the all-too-real and 
depressing stories we hear.
There truly is danger 
around us. But the solution 
definitely is not to let the 
fear control us. We must take 
responsibility for knowing the 
risks and protecting ourselves 
from these dangers. Education 
and awareness taught among 
ourselves ensures a better and 
a less frightened community. 
Indeed, it even significantly 
reduces the dangers present—
crime and injustices occur as a 
result of ignorance and failure 
to understand one another. 
So remember: the biggest 
dangers  are not likely to be 
found in the media or the ones 
we can see. Our emotions and 
actions literally control almost 
everything in our lives. It’s time 
to be in control of our own lives 
by controlling our emotions 
and not let the media decide 
who we are. Ignorance destroys 
everything it comes in contact 
with, and spreads faster than 
anything else. 
 The horrors sensationalized by media
Cazzy Lewchuk
Staff Writer
Cheryl Minns
Arts Editor
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@theotherpress.ca
Fear and loathing in the greater community
The headlines 
detail the 
horrendous 
crimes and 
stories that 
occur at a local, 
provincial, 
national, and 
international 
level every single 
day. It’s clearly 
a scary and 
dangerous world 
out there filled 
with monstrous 
evil humans, and 
we need to be 
aware.
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Would you know when to take action and what 
to do to take care of yourself 
or a loved one to prevent HIV 
transmission if either of you 
were involved in an unexpected 
occurrence that could lead to 
life-altering consequences? You 
might not even be aware of the 
fact that there is something 
you can and should do. This 
information could save a life, 
so pay attention and learn how 
to protect yourself and others 
from long-term illness. 
Hopefully you never 
experience this, but if you’re 
sexually assaulted or raped, 
should you take a shower, head 
to the clinic, or call 911? If it 
happened to a girlfriend, would 
you rush over with a box of 
tissues and a carton of rainbow 
sherbet to comfort, or would 
you take her to a doctor? Don’t 
allow her to wash the evidence 
from her body until she’s 
examined.
Now let’s say you’re in 
a public washroom and the 
garbage can looks like a volcano 
about to overflow with paper 
towels. Rather than leaving 
it to erupt, you take a clean 
paper towel and press the 
garbage down with your hands. 
Suddenly a feeling like hot lava 
stings you, and when you look, 
your finger is oozing blood. You 
see a needle. Do you run off 
crying or to find an employee 
to retrieve it with tongs and ask 
for first aid?
What if you had drunken 
condomless sex with a one-
night stand and then found out 
the next day that the guy you 
perceived as a sexy Latin love 
machine is actually a heroin 
user who lives in his van? 
Would you try to forget about 
your poor choice not to use a 
condom, or would you ask him 
for a ride to the hospital? 
Or maybe you’re gay, and 
the man you just had anal sex 
with discovered the condom 
broke after he ejaculated inside 
you. He panics, blames you for 
insisting on using the last of the 
lube to massage your back, and 
admits he’s HIV-positive. 
What do you do?
Find a way to St. Paul’s 
Hospital Emergency, or the 
Immunodeficiency Clinic on 
the fifth floor, or to any other 
clinic listed at the bottom of the 
web page cfenet.ubc.ca/npep, 
as soon as possible! But don’t 
kill yourself trying to get there 
by attempting to flag down 
a moving bus or by jumping 
into a van with a driver who’s 
high on drugs. Stay calm, and 
don’t get yourself into another 
conundrum. 
When you arrive at the 
hospital, tell the triage nurse 
you want to be assessed for 
NPEP (Non-Occupational 
Post-Exposure Prophylaxis). 
The BC Centre for Excellence 
in HIV/AIDS explains that 
NPEP is a series of anti-HIV 
medications offered to patients 
who engaged in a sexual act or 
shared a needle with someone 
that they either know is HIV-
positive or is from a “high-risk 
HIV group (injection drug 
users, and sex trade workers 
and men who have sex with 
men).” 
NPEP is most effective when 
started within two hours of a 
possible exposure to HIV and is 
available up to a maximum of 
72 hours after exposure. If the 
patient takes the drugs exactly 
as prescribed over the following 
month, the chances of acquiring 
HIV decrease by 80 per cent. 
These medications cost 
up to $1,000 and are for a 
single-exposure episode. This 
means, you can’t make a habit 
of committing mistakes like 
sharing needles and other 
drug paraphernalia, doing 
good deeds in the bathroom, 
having unprotected sex with 
random strangers, and wasting 
lubrication that prevents 
friction and condom breakage. 
Anti-HIV meds also have harsh 
side effects, and according to 
TheBody.com, “40 per cent 
of health care workers did 
not complete post-exposure 
prophylaxis (PEP) because of 
the side effects.” 
Stay tuned for the next 
article on PrEP (pre-exposure 
prophylaxis).
Know your options. Get 
tested. Wear a condom. 
Come down to the Purpose 
Society testing clinic at 40 
Begbie Street in New West 
the first and third Friday of 
the month from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. for anonymous and 
rapid HIV testing and STI 
and hepatitis testing. We 
also provide vaccines, free 
harm reduction supplies, and 
condoms! You can also get your 
questions answered by emailing 
sexyquestions@purposesociety.
org  
This issue marks the last week that I’ll be writing as 
Life & Style editor for the Other 
Press. I’ve been in this position 
for two years, and before 
that I was a staff writer and 
contributor. In my time writing 
for the OP I’ve laughed, cried, 
and created more content 
than I would have thought 
possible. Writing for my college 
newspaper has been one of 
the defining experiences of my 
‘20s, and I can’t recommend 
it enough. For my last Listed 
as Editor (but not last Listed 
ever), I’ll give you 10 reasons 
you should absolutely write for 
your college newspaper.
1. The newspaper is a great 
platform for your views and 
ideas.
2. Your work on the 
paper will be a good 
conversation starter with 
your instructors, and extra-
curricular work shows 
initiative.
3. We have rad staff 
parties. Events have 
included karaoke, bowling, 
paddleboating, and fine 
dining!
4. You will get to go 
to meetings and feel 
important.
5. Learning to take 
feedback from your peers 
will make you a better 
writer; learning to give 
feedback in an editorial 
position will make you a 
better leader. 
6. Writing is like a muscle; 
use it more and you’ll get 
better at it. By the time 
your midterm essays come 
around, your writing 
muscle will be totally 
primed from all the articles!
7. As a part of the Other 
Press collective, you’re 
also a part of the Canadian 
University Press (CUP), an 
organization of campus 
papers spanning across 
all of Canada. CUP 
puts on national and 
regional conferences, with 
workshops to make you a 
better writer, and relevant 
keynote speakers to inspire 
you.
8. You can start building 
a portfolio of published 
pieces: great for certain 
programs or job 
applications.
9. The thrill of seeing your 
name in print never, ever 
gets old. 
10. And last but certainly 
not least, you will make 
lifelong friends at all the 
meetings, conferences, 
and deadlines—friends 
that will go from casual 
acquaintances to some of 
the most important people 
in your life. 
Stop HIV & Hep C now
L&S Listed: 10 reasons you should absolutely 
write for your college newspaper
Andrea Arscott
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Out of all the fun holiday activities there are to do 
throughout December, gift 
exchanges are one of the most 
common and exciting. The 
thrill of watching someone 
unwrap a gift you gave is almost 
as much fun as unwrapping one 
for yourself. 
Whether your gift-wrapping 
abilities are on par with Martha 
Stewart or Mr. Bean, it’s done 
for one purpose—to hide the 
actual present. This retains 
an element of surprise and 
mystery to the gift exchange; 
who hasn’t felt the thrill of 
shaking a present trying to 
figure out what’s inside? The 
trouble is, a lot of wrap jobs 
are obvious, taking away all of 
the suspense. The rectangular 
presents are books. The round 
ones are mugs. The bottle-
shaped ones that feel like glass 
are clearly a bottle of the finest 
pop the liquor store had to 
offer. 
Disguising the shape 
and size of a gift can add an 
additional element of fun 
to the unboxing. It serves a 
greater surprise to the receiver, 
and it’s an easy way to improve 
your skills if you’re the type 
who has a 1:1 ratio of gift wrap 
rolls to presents. There are 
many different styles.
Size manipulation 
involves hiding the size of the 
gift. It’s better to go all out for 
this one. Use a large microwave 
box stuffed with newspaper 
or bubble wrap to house a gift 
card. Of course, the actual 
size of box to gift ratio can be 
adjusted depending on how 
much you want to save on 
wrapping paper and/or the 
environment, but it’s an easy 
way to hide that book or toy. 
Symbolic presents mean 
wrapping something that isn’t 
actually the gift itself, but a 
representation or symbol of 
it. You could wrap a picture of 
the thing itself, or an accessory 
of it (a cell phone charger, for 
example). This works great 
when the gift is more than just 
a physical item, such as tickets 
or a gift certificate. For an 
outing or trip, you could wrap a 
seashell, plastic figurine, bottle 
of sand from a beach—use your 
imagination! It beats simply 
telling the giftee about your 
present, or putting it inside a 
card. 
Not-so-obvious 
wrapping. We already know 
that if it’s wrapped like a 
bottle, it’s probably a bottle. 
That’s why it’s fun to place a 
real gift inside an obvious gift. 
Take an empty Playstation 4 
box and fill it with chocolates. 
It can work as a great prank 
(the Other Press accepts 
no responsibilities for lost 
friendships). If you’re really 
feeling creative, cut up a bottle 
and put an article of clothing 
or gift card inside it and glue it 
back together. That wrapped 
bottle of Scotch they’re eyeing 
is actually a T-shirt.
Tricks are great on April 
1, but they’re also fantastic 
year-round. Inject some fun 
and mystery into your holiday 
season by cleverly concealing 
your real gift: give the gift of 
humour!
We as humans have a tendency to stay within 
the realm of what we feel 
comfortable with, but is that 
really the best way to live? 
There’s a quote by Seth Godin 
that reads, “If it scares you, it 
might be a good thing to try.” 
When I first read the 
quote I thought to myself 
that he must have meant for 
us to try things like skydiving 
or climbing a mountain and 
living on the edge. As I thought 
further, though, I realized that 
we are scared mainly of the 
unknown—of things we don’t 
typically do on a daily basis. 
So what are the benefits of 
breaking the routine and trying 
something new?
Let’s take a low-key 
example from my life last week: 
going to see Interstellar. Yes, 
the movie about astronauts 
who try and save the human 
race. It’s not that it scared me, 
but it was definitely something 
I did not want to partake in. 
Fearing I would be re-watching 
the 2013 space odyssey that 
was Gravity, I’ll admit I was 
dragged to this movie kicking 
and screaming. After settling 
in for the next three hours, 
convinced I’d be bored to 
death, I found myself unable 
to tear my eyes away from the 
screen. 
The performances by the 
all-star cast were top notch and 
the brilliant cinematography 
carried the storyline 
beautifully. It was a rare, and 
rather profound moment of 
realization for me; if I had 
maintained my bad attitude 
and refused to see the movie, I 
would have missed something 
that in the end I found 
extremely entertaining. For the 
rest of the night I wondered 
what else I had missed out on 
in the past just because I didn’t 
think I would enjoy it.
Realistically, seeing a 
movie probably isn’t what Seth 
had in mind when he wrote 
that but it was a very subtle 
nudge that got me thinking 
about opportunities. Some 
of the greatest moments in 
history have been the result 
of circumstances full of fear. 
Martin Luther King was surely 
scared when he and hundreds 
of united protesters marched 
on Selma, Alabama. Anne 
Frank was likely terrified when 
she and her family hid from the 
Nazis. 
Now, most of us will never 
make a mark on history, or 
even come close, but if we let 
fear of the unknown get in 
the way we could miss out on 
moments that would surely 
make huge marks on our lives. 
Whether it’s going to see a 
movie you don’t think you’ll 
like or taking up a new hobby 
that scares you, trying new 
things rarely ever leads down a 
bad path, and it has the ability 
to open your eyes to a whole 
new world.
Surprise!
Go ahead, just try it
Cazzy Lewchuk
Staff Writer
Megan West
Contributor
 How to disguise and hide the real gift
 Stepping out of your comfort zone
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Have you ever found that some people just don’t 
understand the art of human 
interaction? Well I have, and if 
you haven’t, you probably don’t 
understand conversation or 
really anything about humans. 
And I may find you annoying—
sorry. Here’s a handy guide on 
how to not be like that. 
1. Be subtle. If you casually 
mention something, and the 
person you’re conversing with 
picks up on it and carries the 
conversation, congratulations! 
You have something in 
common, and therefore a 
topic of conversation with this 
person—xgo you! If they don’t, 
there’s probably no reason for 
you to mention it again. Either 
it’s boring, or they didn’t hear 
you. It’s probably the former, so 
just play it safe and start new 
with someone else.
2. Make connections. If 
you relate the idea or item you’re 
talking about to that person’s 
life, your conversation will be 
much more interesting for both 
parties. I promise. For example: 
you love celery, can’t get enough 
of the stuff; the other person 
loves peanut butter, so ask 
them about ants on a log. That 
will ultimately lead to cooking, 
and you’re golden. There are 
probably a billion recipes in 
the world, so that conversation 
could take a while—and that’s 
not even including desserts.
3. Ask. This one isn’t so 
much about what you like, but 
what you probably don’t really 
care about (especially if you’re 
heartless like me). Ask them 
about themselves: where they’re 
from, how many siblings they 
have, if they’re a cat or dog 
person, if they enjoy sloths. For 
me that one’s a deal breaker for 
sure. A non-sloth lover won’t 
get any love from me. If you 
continue this process, they’ll 
start to ask you questions and 
who knows—you may even 
find that you have something in 
common. 
4. Don’t boast. This 
one is relative. Obviously if 
you’ve done something great 
for humanity—like won the 
Nobel Prize or saved a species 
that was on the brink of 
extinction—that deserves some 
credit. If you’re just boasting 
to make yourself feel better, 
it’s better to stay quiet. It just 
annoys everyone, and you’ll 
end up with about 10 Facebook 
friends who you’ve never met 
in person. A non-boastworthy 
achievement would be making 
your own dinner (unless you’re 
in college, then congrats, you’re 
a hero), or taking out the 
garbage periodically. Those are 
just things people should do 
normally to maintain healthy, 
clean lives.
5. Be pleasant. No one 
wants to listen to a person who’s 
mean to them and other people, 
no matter how riveting their 
dinner conversation is. You 
could be talking to a biologist 
about your idea for bringing 
back the dinosaurs, which 
would be fantastic, but if you’re 
a jerk, the biologist won’t be 
interested. Also, Jurassic Park 
was a good example of why we 
shouldn’t bring dinosaurs back.
And there we have it: 
five easy tips on how to make 
conversation without being 
horribly annoying. Nobody likes 
“that guy” at the party, and now 
that person won’t be you! Thank 
me when people stop doing the 
slow backwards walk to get away 
from you.
Typically the recipes I feature in the Other Press are of 
the sweet and decadent variety. 
But since I’m sure you’re all 
inundated with brownies, bars, 
and bakery treats at every corner, 
I thought I’d flip the script and 
present you with a recipe for 
some scrumptious bliss balls.
Most websites describe this 
kind of stuff as “guilt-free”—I 
reject that phrase because I don’t 
think anyone should feel guilty 
about eating anything. But, if 
you’re avoiding tons of refined 
sugar or just looking to change 
it up, bliss balls are a great 
option. Made with a few simple 
ingredients, these bite-sized 
treats are as nutrient-rich as they 
are delicious!
Salted chocolate bliss 
balls (with files from 
MindBodyGreen.com)
You will need: 
1 cup finely shredded 
coconut
3 tbsp. coconut oil
3 tbsp. maple syrup
1/2 tsp. vanilla extract
1 1/2 cup dark chocolate 
chips
sea salt to top
To make the bliss balls, 
you’ll need a food processor 
(but a blender will work too). 
Put the coconut, coconut oil, 
maple syrup, and vanilla extract 
in your appliance of choice. 
Blend it until it’s a thick, 
crumbly mixture. Using your 
hands, form the mixture into 
balls—the recipe should make 
about 10. 
Next, place the balls on a 
tray prepped with wax paper. 
Melt down the chocolate in a 
double boiler or microwave, 
then spoon the melted 
chocolate over the balls until 
they’re just covered. Sprinkle 
with the sea salt and let your 
delicious creations chill for a 
couple hours.
It’s really that simple!
Conversation for dummies
Salted chocolate bliss balls
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It’s been said over and over again, yet every year I still 
see aisle upon aisle of useless 
garbage in department stores 
and super markets. The annual 
exchange of knick-knacks and 
thingamajigs is the primary 
reason I get rather turned off by 
people’s behaviour this holiday 
season. I see them stressing out, 
spending money, and swapping 
items that serve no real function 
or trigger little lasting memory. 
It’s been said over and over 
again, but let’s try it again this 
year: give an experience, not 
trash. 
The orgasmic thrill of 
unwrapping presents is a trait 
so human it might as well be 
related to the joys of eating; 
however, gifts do not need to be 
wrapped. We love unwrapping 
stuff, but more often than not, 
after you have left, the recipient 
of your gift will just have to 
“deal with it.” Room is limited, 
and presents quickly become 
garbage. Unless you are feeding 
your friends and families’ sick 
hoarding problems, you are 
giving them something they 
don’t need. And if they do 
need it, they’ll probably buy it 
themselves.
When I say, “give an 
experience” or “make a 
memory,” I don’t necessarily 
mean buying your friends, 
families, co-workers, or next-
door neighbour a plane ticket 
to a tropical island; I mean 
you can take your friend out to 
lunch, take your parents to the 
movies, make dinner for your 
neighbours, or buy a case of beer 
and share it with your peeps. 
It’s not about being frugal—
it’s about being smart. I hate 
spending money knowing that 
it’s ultimately going to end up 
in the dump. I know when I’m 
giving a thoughtless gift just to 
keep face during the holiday 
season, and I know that other 
people do it too. I have nothing 
against those who claim that 
buying body lotions, coffee 
mugs, decorative soaps, holiday 
gift packs, satirical sweaters, 
or seasonal plush toys is an 
act of generosity, but please 
transfer those generous acts 
into something memorable or at 
least purposeful. 
 We always pretend as 
though Christmas is a one-day 
event, but it’s in fact a whole 
season. Few of us wake up on 
December 25 and unwrap gifts 
as if it’s a big spectacle. We 
have many days to celebrate, we 
have many days to share some 
experiences. All we need to do 
is trade in those hours we allot 
each year for shopping into 
hours we can share with the 
people we care about. 
Make some food, plan a trip, 
take the time, and don’t give 
something that is forgotten by 
March. 
If there was one good thing that came out of the Jian 
Ghomeshi sexual assault 
debacle, it was that a global 
conversation about sexual 
assault and the conduct that 
precludes it took place. New 
allegations are being brought 
forward against those with 
fame and financial resources 
(such as Bill Cosby), and now 
the issue has been brought 
up in a fairly embarrassing 
fashion to the hallowed halls 
of our national parliament. 
A few weeks ago, two 
New Democratic Party (NDP) 
members of Parliament came 
forward with allegations of 
sexual misconduct against 
parliamentarians of the 
Liberal Party. The allegations 
were brought to the Liberal 
leader, Justin Trudeau, 
who responded swiftly and 
suspended both Massimo 
Pacetti and Scott Andrews 
from his caucus, pending an 
independent investigation. 
Pacetti’s case involves 
him hosting an NDP mem-
ber in his hotel room and 
engaging in what the anon-
ymous NDP member alleges 
to be “unwanted sexual 
advances.” In the end, they 
both alleged to have engaged 
in sex, but the NDP member 
claims to not have given 
“explicitly consent” to it. 
The Andrews incident 
involves another female 
NDP MP who claims she was 
followed home by Andrews. 
Andrews allegedly forced 
himself through the door and 
pinned the woman against the 
wall. The woman was explicit 
in refusing Andrews’ advances 
and he left. Andrews; however, 
is subsequently alleged to have 
harassed the MP, most notably 
calling her a “cockteaser.” 
Though the alleged 
victims in this case have 
asked that this not be turned 
into a political football, it is 
difficult to see how this was 
possible, especially since they 
brought their allegations not 
to Mulcair, their own party 
leader, but to Trudeau. Now 
the NDP is going after Trudeau 
for openly calling for an inves-
tigation into the issue and sus-
pending Pacetti and Andrews. 
Given the current political 
climate (less than a year out 
from the next federal election) 
and the notion that politics is 
essentially the art of staying 
in the public’s good graces, 
the expectation that Trudeau 
do nothing when presented 
with these allegations is 
quite simply ridiculous. 
For the alleged victims 
and Mulcair to suggest that 
Trudeau is somehow responsi-
ble for the “re-victimization” of 
these MPs is grossly ignorant 
and unbecoming. A complaint 
came to the attention of the 
Liberal leader which gave 
him cause to disassociate 
himself from two members of 
his own party. It’s not even a 
political question anymore—I 
would not support a friend if 
evidence convinced me that 
this friend committed an act 
as heinous as sexual assault.  
Trudeau did the right and 
decent thing out of a menu 
of terrible options. Had he 
sat on this information and 
done nothing, it would have 
potentially been dug up in the 
midst of a national election. 
The Conservative advertising 
machine would have deci-
mated Trudeau for covering up 
the whole incident. Any politi-
cal observer who has seen pre-
vious character assassinations 
of Liberal leaders would agree. 
By suspending his 
members, he demonstrated 
decisiveness and leadership; 
by respecting the anonymity 
of the alleged NDP victims, 
he demonstrated compassion 
and humanity; and in bringing 
the situation to light with 
the Speaker of the House of 
Commons, he exposed a rather 
embarrassing reality that there 
is no policy or procedure that 
expressly outlines what to do 
in cases of sexual or personal 
misconduct by MPs against 
other Members of Parliament. 
 Give a reason to remember this holiday season
  Trudeau did the right thing in dealing with sexual assault allegations against two Liberal MPs
So this is Christmas and what have you done? 
Parliament Hill misconduct cases still a matter of politics
Elliot Chan
Opinions Editor
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@theotherpress.ca
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Although I’m hesitant to give the Canucks an “A” grade for 
the first quarter of the season, 
I cannot deny that they have 
exceeded expectations. The 
Sedins look to have found the 
spark that made them league 
leaders in bygone years, and 
with secondary contributions 
from the likes of Nick Bonino, 
Alexandre Burrows, and Chris 
Higgins, Vancouver supporters 
are hopeful that the production 
will continue at the same rate, if 
not better. 
Currently holding onto first 
in the Pacific Division, right in 
the crosshairs of the Anaheim 
Ducks, the new-look Canucks 
have placed themselves in a 
formidable spot for the playoffs. 
The concerning detail is that 
some contenders who have 
made the post-season in prior 
years are currently absent; the 
San Jose Sharks, Dallas Stars, 
and Colorado Avalanche all have 
had a disappointing start to the 
2014/15 season. Surprisingly, 
opponents such as the Calgary 
Flames, Nashville Predators, 
and Winnipeg Jets are proving 
to many that the Canucks aren’t 
the only ones who can have 
surprise success. 
A season is full of 
unpredictable events. Last 
season the Canucks went 22-11-7 
before New Years and ended up 
36-35-11. They finished in the 
12th position and missed the 
playoffs by a wide margin. One 
can anticipate the Tortorella-
esque antics aren’t going to 
repeat themselves with Willie 
Desjardins behind the bench. 
Desjardins has kept his cool 
in pressure situations and has 
shown to make solid decisions 
that benefit the team, although 
they may appear to be risky. 
Keeping Bo Horvat has 
been a defining moment in the 
season, and a key decision for 
Desjardins and the Canucks 
as the season progresses. 
While some coaches will 
choose to send rookie players 
back to junior for more 
conditioning and a chance to 
participate in the World Junior 
Championship, Desjardins 
recognizes the tangible and 
intangible skills that Horvat 
has. The 19-year-old first round 
draft pick’s 81.2 per cent face-off 
win against a Chicago team with 
Jonathan Toews makes him an 
asset the Canucks can ill-afford 
to lose. 
In the crease, Ryan Miller 
is performing as advertised. 
Leading the league in the only 
category that matters—wins—
Miller has an opportunity to 
take the Canucks to a level 
that the Blues and the Sabres 
could not reach. His attitude 
and persona are a fresh taste for 
fans that had gotten used to the 
Luongo/Schneider controversy. 
Vancouver, dubbed the goalie 
graveyard in the late ‘90s, has 
been a place where goaltenders’ 
careers fade into obscurity. 
Miller, being an aging veteran, 
understands that he doesn’t 
have many chances left to make 
his mark, and Vancouver in the 
next few years will likely be his 
resting spot. 
The Western Conference 
is as brutally competitive as 
ever with eight teams having 
only six points difference. The 
standings will likely be shuffled 
a few more times before the 
clock runs out on the season. 
Although the Canucks are doing 
well in the first few months and 
fans are optimistic, all it takes is 
a rough streak to put them off 
the mark for the playoffs. And 
it’s also important to mention 
that the Canucks only have 
one more game left against the 
Oilers. So all the easy games 
Most people have probably seen the Shaw 
commercial with the two little 
robots and the dog. Even I 
can admit that it’s adorable. It 
makes me smile every time it 
comes on. Unfortunately, it’s 
advertising the most annoying 
Wi-Fi network known to man! 
That is, unless, you subscribe 
to it.
Basically it works like this: 
any business, be it a restaurant 
or retail shop, that uses Shaw as 
its cable Internet provider can 
now be used as a free hotspot 
for people who have Shaw as 
their home Internet service. 
The genius of the program 
is that it treats all these 
multiple Shaw hotspots as the 
same connection, so you can 
automatically connect to any Go 
Wi-Fi hotspot without having 
to provide a login. Now, none of 
this would matter at all if Shaw 
wasn’t as widespread as it is, 
but these hotspots are literally 
everywhere. 
If you have a Shaw account, 
this is probably a dream come 
true. But if you don’t, or if 
you’re like me and you are just 
too lazy to set up a Go Wi-Fi 
account, then this network is 
terrible, and here’s why: Shaw 
Go Wi-Fi hijacks your phone!
Normally if there is a 
network that requires a login, 
your phone or device will 
automatically ignore it until 
you choose it specifically and 
provide necessary security 
information. This is how it 
works at hotels, airports, and 
even here at Douglas College. 
What Shaw Go Wi-Fi does 
is that it will automatically 
connect your phone to these 
hotspots and then immediately 
restrict your access until you 
log in. 
Where this creates issues 
is that the Shaw Go Wi-Fi 
network must be either blocked 
or the Wi-Fi setting has to be 
turned off entirely to avoid it. 
 
My biggest issue came 
when trying to use the GPS 
function on my smartphone. As 
someone who is directionally 
challenged and lives out in the 
middle of nowhere, I depend 
on my GPS a lot. The problem 
is that Go Wi-Fi hotspots are 
everywhere, and if I even just 
drive past one, my phone will 
connect to it and because of the 
restriction, all the sudden I get 
a “Failure to Connect” message 
and my directions are lost—and 
then I get lost. 
Recently I decided to cut 
them off at the pass and just 
turn off my Wi-Fi beforehand. 
Unfortunately, I then forgot 
about it for two days, so 
now I have a pretty massive 
overcharge for data coming my 
way in the mail this month. 
Now you could say that 
I should just be less absent-
minded, but I’m not going to. 
Instead I’m going to say that Go 
Wi-Fi should be less stalker-y. 
I don’t want you, Shaw Go 
Wi-Fi. Just accept it and leave 
me alone!
 The Vancouver Canucks have an optimistic start 
 How Shaw Go Wi-Fi is ruining my life
Canucks quarter mark grade
Stop hijacking my phone!
Brittney MacDonald
Staff Writer
Elliot Chan
Opinions Editor
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Up-and-coming startup, Sweet Peach Probiotics 
recently went under scrutiny 
for creating a product aimed 
to “freshen up” women’s smelly 
vaginas.  
Before we go and slam 
Sweet Peach Probiotics as some 
sort of sexist organization 
telling women that they—
mostly their vaginas—stink, 
let’s try to understand the 
biological elements of smell. 
Things that smell bad to us 
humans are repulsive because 
they also do us harm: rotting 
food, faeces, and even body 
odour. We are taught to throw 
away food before it spoils, we 
are taught to flush the toilet 
after we use it, and we are 
taught to take daily showers 
and brush our teeth. 
True, it’s always a sensitive 
matter when confronting 
people about their stench. Most 
likely, they won’t even know 
that they smell bad. Inherently, 
we learn to appreciate our 
own aroma, the same way we 
appreciate our own uniqueness. 
We are constructed of a billion 
tiny bacterial organisms that 
generate our distinct odour. 
Bacteria, as you know, is not 
exactly Chanel No. 5.
As a man, I would never 
dare order a woman to take 
supplements to eliminate 
her natural body odour—not 
because I’m oblivious, but 
because I want to continue 
living. Natural fragrance is a 
sensitive matter, and although 
people should be proud of how 
they smell, it is also important 
to know when “things” don’t 
smell right. 
A vagina (like a penis 
and anus) resides in a 
region of the human body 
that bacteria loves. The 
warm, dark, and sometimes 
wet area, if neglected, can 
become a marinating pool of 
microorganisms that can cause 
infection and discomfort. 
I don’t believe Sweet Peach 
Probiotics is a glamourous 
product or a female-shaming 
initiative. Twenty-year-old 
student and CEO of Sweet 
Peach, Audrey Hutchinson tells 
us that it is a product aimed 
to solve a complicated health 
issue. It’s not about rejuvenated 
fragrance—or making vaginas 
smell like peaches—it’s about 
restoring a woman’s body into 
a healthy condition. “A vagina 
should smell like a vagina,” 
Hutchinson proudly declares in 
an interview with Huffington 
Post, “and anyone who doesn’t 
think that doesn’t deserve to be 
near one.”
Men and women alike have 
distinctive medical problems 
that can be embarrassing 
within our society. Instead 
of opening up and receiving 
assistance, we often choose to 
internalize it and hope it fixes 
itself, while avoiding the risk of 
being treated like a pariah. 
Drugs and supplements 
may be a solution, but 
mitigating the risk is equally as 
effective. We already know the 
solution to stinky vaginas and 
other stinky parts of the human 
body: keep the area clean, and 
keep anything entering the area 
clean. 
 Startup ‘Sweet Peach’ offers supplements to eliminate stinky vagina 
Scent of a woman
You can’t help but feel for the people of Ferguson, 
Missouri, now in the throes of 
a massive community divide. 
The killing of an unarmed 
teenager, Michael Brown, in 
August rocked the city, and 
now, the police officer, Darren 
Wilson, responsible for the 
killing will not answer for it 
through any kind of justice. 
I’m not qualified to offer 
a legal opinion on the grand 
jury decision on November 
24 to not indict Officer 
Wilson, but will simply state 
that there are many notable 
flaws in the process. 
There is no question that 
Ferguson suffers from a racial 
inequality, and while many 
believe that the killing of 
Brown was racially motivated, 
there seems to be a surprising 
lack of interest in perhaps 
the single-greatest reason 
Officer Wilson open fired on 
an unarmed teen. It’s the very 
same reason that prompts 
police to use lethal force 
throughout the United States. 
The United States of 
America is the only jurisdiction 
in the world which provides a 
constitutionally protected right 
to all of its citizens to possess 
and use a firearm. The gun 
control debate is a decades-long 
fight between lobbyists and 
Congress, yet it seems to be 
ironically absent from any dis-
cussion of events in Ferguson. 
Yes, it’s true that Brown 
was unarmed at the time he was 
killed. However, some need to 
place themselves in the shoes 
of Officer Wilson, patrolling 
the streets of a city that has 
protections for gun owners 
and gun rights entrenched 
in its constitutional law. 
The debate would be over 
if it had been revealed that 
the deceased teen was in fact 
carrying a weapon. The fact 
that he was unarmed makes his 
death more tragic. On the flip 
side, the tragedy for Officer 
Wilson here is that he also 
needed to protect himself not 
only against the threat of 
bodily harm (as was 
heard in testimony 
before the  
 
 
 
grand-
jury) but 
also against the 
very real possibility 
that this teenager might 
have a gun in his possession. 
The Second Amendment is 
responsible for the tragedy in 
Ferguson as well as countless 
other shootings across the 
United States. Those who 
profess their rights as gun 
owners do so by failing to 
accept the spirit by which the 
Second Amendment to the US 
Constitution was established. 
The Hobbesian worldview 
and the revolutionary nature 
of the American founders 
is evidence that the Second 
Amendment’s spirit was 
meant only for ensuring the 
freedom of its people from 
a tyrannical government. 
There is absolutely no dif-
ference, with the exception of 
creed and skin colour, between 
those people who bastardize 
the spirit of the Second 
Amendment 
and those who 
bastardize the Islamic 
faith to rationalize the kill-
ing of innocent people around 
the world. It’s also ironic that 
those most critical and fearful 
of the Islamic extremists, to 
the point of being racist about 
it, are those same people so 
passionate about their consti-
tutional arguments permit-
ting them to “bear arms.”
In towns and cities across 
America, there is still the 
existence of racial disparity. 
The racial dynamic must not be 
overlooked,  
 
but the greatest flaw is the 
one that is least discussed 
in the case of Ferguson; that 
the right to firearms compels 
those in law enforcement to 
second-guess any situation 
they face, from the pettiest 
to the most serious crimes.  
 While racial divide exists, police shootings stem primarily from Second Amendment
Crisis in Ferguson
Patrick Vaillancourt
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A new organization based out of Los Angeles, California 
is calling for an end to the 
fetishization and negative 
representation of bearded men 
in pop culture media.
“It’s time that people start 
recognizing men with facial hair 
as more than just a stereotype,” 
pleaded Joel McScruff. “For 
decades, we’ve been nothing 
but follicled meat, only needed 
when the audience has to know 
immediately that a character has 
recently experienced trauma or 
loss. We’ve had enough.”
The new coalition of 
Handsomes Against Ill 
Representation (HAIR) was 
founded last month by McScruff 
and several other bearded 
actors who claim they are being 
discriminated against by studios 
for their fuzzy faces.
A press release by HAIR 
reports that “bearded men are 
continuously being ignored by 
directors when it comes to roles 
where the character isn’t circling 
down a drain of depression.” 
Instead, HAIR suggests these 
parts are being reserved for 
actors without facial hair so 
the audience can more easily 
discern if the character is 
someone to be pitied.
As McScruff explains: “The 
problem is that most people 
are unaware that this keeps 
happening because it’s become 
the norm. Take Breaking Bad, 
for example. Walter White 
starts off the series all la-de-da 
and bare-faced as the moon, 
but when he’s diagnosed 
with cancer and slowly 
metamorphoses into the dark 
and moody anti-hero, he grows 
a mean-looking goatee.
“And I know Lost is still a 
sore spot for everyone to talk 
about—and believe me, after 
that finale I hate bringing it 
up too—but there’s another 
clear example of using beards 
to portray misery. They need 
to show that Matthew Fox is 
an alcoholic after leaving the 
island? Here’s a simple solution: 
give that man an off-putting, 
sort-of-full-but-not-really-
looking beard.
“Men with beards are 
more than just people who’ve 
lost their families or relapsed 
addicts. For Pete’s sake, Santa 
Claus has a beard and he’s one 
of the jolliest icons of all time.”
Instead of deliberately 
seeking out actors without 
facial hair, McScruff and his 
organization are suggesting 
that audiences might be able 
to recognize when a character 
is feeling melancholy by 
portraying emotions and 
actions that align with this. But 
McScruff says that before the 
issue of misrepresentation can 
be resolved, the public needs to 
be aware that the problem exists 
in the first place.
“We live in a culture where 
men are subjected to these 
unrealistically high expectations 
that we can’t act beyond our 
facial hair. Well take a look, 
world. I am a man with a beard 
and I demand the same respect 
you would give to a man who’s 
committed to shaving daily, 
even if razor burn is the worst.”
Did you forget to wear a shirt 
today? Did you wear too many 
shirts today? Were you so 
hungry after lunch that you 
found yourself eating barely-
trash Timbits from the cafeteria 
garbage can? Did you get your 
period in any memorable way? 
We want to know about it. 
We know that there are times 
in your life when you look at 
yourself and you can barely 
believe the shameful person 
looking back at you—but 
don’t worry! There’s absolutely 
absolution in sharing. Get it off 
your chest. Send us your most 
cringe-worthy confessions at 
humour@theotherpress.ca, and 
spread the shame.
 
Let me just preface this story by telling you how much 
I love Disney. The movies, 
the music, and the magic—
it’s all good in my books. 
When Frozen came out last year 
I was hooked; it was old-school 
Disney—the animation didn’t 
make me cringe, and don’t 
even get me started about that 
soundtrack. Amazing. I wasted 
no time purchasing both the 
movie and soundtrack—which 
brings me back to my story.
As I was pulling into the 
Douglas parking lot, “Let It 
Go” came on, and I had to sing 
along. I parked my car in a 
quiet corner of the lot, and got 
into the song. When I finished 
belting those high notes and 
opened my eyes (because eyes 
cannot be open for a power 
ballad), I noticed that there was 
someone parked beside me, 
and that someone happened 
to be a guy in the class that 
I was now late for thanks to 
my musical moment. He had 
clearly just stopped to watch my 
performance. 
I waited for a few minutes, 
pretending I didn’t see him, but 
we both knew he had. He made 
his way to the elevator, I made 
mine to the exit.
 
—Disney Princess, 22, 
New West
 Organization suggests men with beards are being typecast in depressed, brooding roles
 Frozen (with embarrassment)
Facial hair activists demand an end 
to misrepresentation of bearded 
men in films, on television
College Confessional…
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The Families Against Professional Studentism 
(FAPS) organization would 
like to give this public service 
announcement to all people 
whose friends or family 
members might be suffering 
from Professional Studentism. 
Professional Studentism is 
a dangerous new addiction 
affecting young people today. 
Thousands of college and 
university students are falling 
into a dangerous spiral of 
designer coffee and oversized 
cardigans. 
Symptoms of Professional 
Studentism include:
• A sudden love for 
knitwear
• A growing interest 
in indie or otherwise 
terrible music that no 
one else likes
• The ability to bullshit 
an entire 10-page 
research paper in four 
hours
• Sudden and 
unexplainable 
expertise in using 
Sparknotes
• Seasonal alcoholism 
directly related to the 
last day of exams
• A Starbucks Rewards 
membership
• A wardrobe 
exclusively limited to 
grey and black hues, 
so as to avoid early 
morning dressing 
complications
• A diet reduced to 
coffee and vending 
machine snacks
• The ability to read and 
comprehend a 400-
page literary novel in a 
single weekend
• Surprisingly effective 
logical reasoning 
despite a schedule 
allowing for limited 
REM sleep
• Sudden onset of 
nocturnal behaviour
• Developing affection 
for kale, couscous, 
and/or lentils
• A growing collection 
of sunglasses, to block 
out any disruptive 
light sources
• Interest in 
communing with 
other sufferers to 
engage in long-
winded discussions 
about social issues 
allegorically 
represented in the 
Simpsons
• Heartfelt professions 
of love and admiration 
for beds and/or other 
flat, bed-like surfaces
• Sporadic hysteria that 
often accumulates 
during mid-semester
• Cycles of spiritual 
awakening and 
disillusionment often 
accompanied by cries 
such as “Oh God—just 
let me pass!”
• Reduced interaction 
with friends and 
family
Friends and family 
members who suspect that their 
loved ones might be suffering 
from Professional Studentism 
are urged not to confront 
sufferers directly. Failure to 
avoid confrontation may 
result in the suspected sufferer 
growing agitated, and lashing 
out with projectile sushi and 
Jägermeister. 
Long-term sufferers risk 
incurring crippling debt 
through student loans, carpal 
tunnel syndrome, and an 
incurable sense of entitlement. 
If you or someone you love 
is suffering from Professional 
Studentism, FAPS wants 
you to know there is hope. 
Regimented treatments 
involving demeaning retail 
work, and forced social 
interaction have proven over 
80 per cent effective. The cold-
turkey method of graduation 
has also been successful, 
though some sufferers are 
prone to relapse, returning to 
their addiction in an attempt to 
earn their master’s or doctorate 
degrees.
Professional Studentism is 
a serious matter, but we here at 
the Other Press, in connection 
with FAPS, encourage all 
students to be on the lookout, 
and report any suspected 
sufferers to Wayward Adults 
Needing Guidance (WANG).
Brittney MacDonald
Staff Writer
FAPS
 Families Against Professional Studentism
New Beard’s Day was celebrated with much 
merriment this December 1, as 
the month of Movember ended 
and we rang in the New Beard’s 
with hope, excitement, and 
expectations for what is to come. 
Men everywhere found 
themselves with that special 
razor at midnight, enjoying a 
traditional touch of the upper 
lip and popping a bottle of aged 
whiskey. 
 “The end of the Mo is 
always a special time, it’s my 
favourite day in December by 
far,” said Jon Remington, 22. 
“With the start of the New 
Beard, your slate is wiped clean. 
You can be whoever you want 
to be, have whatever kind of 
facial hair you want to have. New 
beard, new me.” 
And it is not just men 
who are rejoicing at the freshly 
shaved faces of New Beard’s 
Day, either, as we got an insight 
to what this momentous day 
means to Douglas College 
female student Olivia Scott:
“I guess some of the guys 
look better now that they 
don’t have those ridiculous 
moustaches.” 
There you have it: New 
Beard’s Day has a positive 
impact on everybody, 
everywhere. 
New Beard’s Day has 
received so much of a positive 
response lately that there has 
been serious talk of making it a 
national holiday, though none of 
our emails have received a reply 
from the Queen as of yet. We at 
the Other Press remain hopeful. 
As with many, my New 
Beard’s resolution is simple: 
to not shave again until 
Movember 1. 
 The single most important day of the year has arrived
People everywhere celebrate New Beard’s Day
Chandler Walter
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